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MINISTER FOR ASIAN ENGAGEMENT — INDONESIA VISIT 
Statement by Minister for Asian Engagement 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Asian Engagement) [9.04 am]: It is with great pleasure 
that I stand today to provide Parliament with a summary of my visit to Indonesia from 25 to 28 March 2018. The 
purpose of my visit was to deliver the keynote address at a renewable energy seminar arranged by the 
Australian Consulate-General in Makassar. Under President Joko Widodo, Indonesia has declared a renewable 
energy target of 23 per cent by 2025 and there is potential for foreign investors to supply renewable energy into 
the national grid, which is run by state-owned enterprise Perusahaan Listrik Negara. Additionally, although 
Indonesia’s electrification rate has achieved 84 per cent, 42 million people still need electricity. Many of these 
people live in remote mountainous or island communities in eastern Indonesia. 
The seminar was an excellent opportunity to underline the potential partnership between Indonesia and Australia 
in renewable energy and it provided a valuable forum to profile Western Australia as a leader in innovation and 
technology in this sector. I was accompanied by the managing director of Horizon Power, Mr Frank Tudor, and 
took the opportunity to highlight that Western Australia is uniquely positioned to support Indonesia to meet its 
future energy needs. Technical capabilities and innovative solutions developed by Western Australian companies, 
such as Horizon Power and Carnegie Energy, are addressing the challenges in supplying electricity to isolated and 
remote locations in the state. Our expertise in microgrid technology and battery energy storage systems, as well as 
our rich energy resources, can help facilitate Indonesia’s growing demand for electricity supply, particularly to the 
more isolated communities in the eastern region. 
While I was in Makassar, I met with the president director of the Kalla Group, a major conglomerate in the 
South Sulawesi province, and visited Eastern Pearl Flour Mills, which is jointly owned by the CBH Group. I also 
travelled to Surabaya to meet with senior officials of the East Java government; Persebaya, a soccer team based in 
Surabaya; the mayor of Surabaya; PT Petrogas Jatim Utama, a regionally owned mineral and gas enterprise; and 
other industry and business leaders. Our discussions focused on progressing a number of initiatives under the 
Western Australia and East Java sister state relationship. These included education collaborations being driven by 
the Western Australian East Java Education Consortium, a youth soccer exchange and cooperation between 
PT Petrogas Jatim Utama and Horizon Power on proposed energy projects in East Java. 
For members’ information, I table details of my itinerary. 
[See paper 1317.] 
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